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PELLA, Iowa — Twin brothers Dan Fredrickson and Josh Fredrickson, who were born
on Feb. 29 in a leap year, passed their private pilot checkrides March 1 — the first day
they were eligible for the test.

Dan and Josh, now 17, took their checkrides with an FAA-Designated Pilot Examiner at
the Pella Municipal Airport (PEA). The twins completed their first solos as student
pilots one year earlier.

Dan and Josh completed all their training at Classic Aviation, the FBO at Pella
Municipal Airport.

The boys were often asked who would take their checkride first, and the answer was
simple — Josh. That’s because Dan had flown first during the last lesson before the
checkride, and they take turns.

First Last

 

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BZdgRj0pDUajNCNHKqAH3xICoB-mZs48DAAAAEAEgjf-BAjgAUPui2bgCWLn-if9IYMnO0Yfoo6AVsgEbd3d3LmdlbmVyYWxhdmlhdGlvbm5ld3MuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gG9AWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ2VuZXJhbGF2aWF0aW9ubmV3cy5jb20vMjAxMy8wMy90d2lucy1lYXJuLXBpbG90cy1saWNlbnNlcy1hZnRlci1jZWxlYnJhdGluZy1vbmx5LWZvdXItYmlydGhkYXlzLz91dG1fc291cmNlPVRoZStQdWxzZStTdWJzY3JpYmVycyZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249OWUzM2U5N2E4Yy1UUDIwMTMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbMACAuACAOoCIi8xMDEwNjM3L0dBTl9EVF83Mjh4OTBfbGVhZGVyYm9hcmT4AoHSHoADAZADpAOYA6wCqAMByAOdBOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_26I2qHYxpCi1SW8zzPTYvjHIB_pg&client=ca-pub-8924976444944340&adurl=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N2886.126821.GENERALAVIATIONNEWS/B7272342.3%3Bsz%3D728x90
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/about/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/about/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/contact/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/contact/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/advertise/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/advertise/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/subscribe/free-trial-subscription/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/subscribe/free-trial-subscription/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/news/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/news/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/news/aircraft-news/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/news/aircraft-news/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/airshows_fly-ins/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/airshows_fly-ins/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/opinion/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/opinion/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/publications/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/publications/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/subscribe/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/subscribe/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/category/flight-training/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/author/ganstaff/
http://www.generalaviationnews.com/2013/03/twins-earn-pilots-licenses-after-celebrating-only-four-birthdays/#comments
http://www.facebook.com/ganews
http://twitter.com/genavnews
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bd14Nj0pDUanNCNHKqAH3xICoB7H2u48DAAAAEAEgjf-BAjgAUKPF1m1YoeC5hUlgyc7Rh-ijoBWyARt3d3cuZ2VuZXJhbGF2aWF0aW9ubmV3cy5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAb0BaHR0cDovL3d3dy5nZW5lcmFsYXZpYXRpb25uZXdzLmNvbS8yMDEzLzAzL3R3aW5zLWVhcm4tcGlsb3RzLWxpY2Vuc2VzLWFmdGVyLWNlbGVicmF0aW5nLW9ubHktZm91ci1iaXJ0aGRheXMvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9VGhlK1B1bHNlK1N1YnNjcmliZXJzJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj05ZTMzZTk3YThjLVRQMjAxMyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlswAIC4AIA6gIgLzEwMTA2MzcvR0FOX0RUXzMwMHgyNTBfbWVkX3JlY3T4AoHSHoADAZADpAOYA6wCqAMByAOdBOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_2e3dCt2Hwtz4C7qgym_CJw7xVfcw&client=ca-pub-8924976444944340&adurl=http://xmwxweather.com/aviation/


Twins earn pilot’s licenses after celebrating only four birthdays — General Aviation News

http://www.generalaviationnews.com/...er-celebrating-only-four-birthdays/?utm_source=The+Pulse+Subscribers&utm_campaign=9e33e97a8c-TP2013&utm_medium=email[3/15/2013 11:21:59 AM]

Filed Under: Flight Training, People Tagged With: Aviation News, General Aviation

Please share:

Larry Vande Voort was their primary instructor and has been working with the boys
since their first lesson at age 13. He worked with the boys this summer to complete
their tailwheel endorsement in Classic Aviation’s Citabria. Dan and Josh have also
received instruction in many other aircraft, including complex and high performance
airplanes, FBO officials note.

Dan and Josh are juniors at Pella Christian High School, and have worked part time at
Classic Aviation for two years. Both would like to pursue a career in aviation.

When asked if they would recommend learning to fly to other high school students,
Dan responded “I would tell them to ‘go for it.’ Hard work pays off and in the end it’s
very satisfying.”

“Flying is just about the best thing that has happened to me, so I would recommend it
to other students,” Josh added.

When asked if they had any heroes in aviation Dan named Bob Hoover, while Josh
named Chuck Yeager.

The twins are the sons of David and Lori Fredrickson, and grandsons to Jim and Ann
Fredrickson and Bill and Ann Burns.

For more information: FlyClassicAviation.com
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Gerald Althouse says:
March 14, 2013 at 6:29 pm

Since when did the FAA begin issuing Pilot’s LICENSES ? I thought they issued only
CERTIFICATES.
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